
Every	 four	 years,	 the	 Olympic	 Marathon	 is	 run	
through	the	streets	of	the	host	city.		The	final	lap,	
though,	is	always	run	in	the	Olympic	Stadium.		At	
the	 end	 of	 the	 race,	 the	 runners	 burst	 into	 the	
stadium	for	the	final	lap,	and	the	crowd	explodes	
in	celebration	of	a	long	race	well	run.	
	

For	 2000	 years,	 the	 church	 has	 been	 running	 a	
Marathon,	 racing	 to	 fulfill	 Jesus’	 command	 to	
“make	disciples	of	all	nations.”	 	But	now	we’re	nearly	done:	we’ve	come	into	the	stadium;	
we’re	on	the	final	lap.		And	the	heavenly	crowd	is	standing	and	cheering!		
	

THE FINISH LINE 
Jesus	 himself	 defined	 the	 finish	 line	 when	 he	 said,	 “This	 gospel	 of	 the	 kingdom	 will	 be	
preached	in	the	whole	world	as	a	testimony	to	all	nations,	and	then	the	end	will	come.”		
	

When	will	the	race	end?	
Jesus	said,	when	the	gospel	has	been	proclaimed	to	“all	nations.”	

	

In	 the	 Bible,	 the	 word	 “nations”	 refers	 to	 people	 groups:	 groups	 of	 people	 who	 share	 a	
common	 ethnicity,	 culture,	 and	 language.	 	 Amazingly,	 there	 are	 about	 12,000	 of	 these	
“nations”	around	the	world—and	Jesus	commanded	us	to	make	disciples	in	all	of	them!	
	

Today,	there	are	still	about	500	people	groups	around	the	world	have	never	heard	the	gospel.		
Most	of	these	remaining	groups	are	small	and	located	in	remote,	difficult	places.		But	now	
that	we	know	who	and	where	they	are,	by	God’s	grace	it	is	possible	for	us	to	engage	every	
one	of	them	with	the	gospel	within	the	next	3	years.			
	

In	other	words,	after	a	long	race,	we’re	on	the	final	lap!	
	

SPRINTING TO THE FINISH 
In	his	second	letter,	the	Apostle	Peter	instructs	believers	“to	hasten	
the	coming	of	the	day	of	God.”	 	As	the	end	of	the	race	draws	near,	
he’s	 saying,	 we	 should	 sprint	 toward	 the	 finish	 line,	 striving	 to	
finish	the	race	as	quickly	as	we	can.			
	

You	can	be	part	of	the	sprint	to	the	finish.	
	

Partner	with	the	Finishing	Fund	and	finance	the	missionaries	who	
are	 taking	 the	 gospel	 for	 the	 first	 time	 to	 those	 last	 remaining	
people	groups.		Your	investment	will	“hasten	the	coming	of	the	day	

of	God”	by	accelerating	the	effort	to	“make	disciples	of	every	nation.”		In	2018,	our	partners	
sent	the	gospel	to	231	people	groups	in	35	countries.			
	

Join	us	as	we	invest	to	make	disciples	in	“all	nations”	by	2022.	
	

To	learn	more,	email	Douglas	Cobb	at	dcobb@finishingfund.org.	
	
	


